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Ancient Egypt KS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary Egyptian Artefacts

archaeologist People who work out our history by looking 
at artefacts that have been found.

pharaohs The word pharaoh originally meant ‘great 
house’, but came to mean the person who 
resided in it

tombs Ancient Egypt is known for its magnificent 
and beautiful tombs. The most well known 
are within the pyramids in the Valley of the 
Kings

pyramid A geometrical term that refers to part of the 
burial complexes for Egyptian pharaohs. 

hieroglyphs The term hieroglyph refers to the fact that it 
is carving for sacred things, but hieroglyphs 
were also written on papyrus. Sticky Egyptian 

knowledgevizier The vizier in ancient Egypt was the most 
powerful position after that of king. A vizier 
was the equivalent of the modern-day 
prime minister

❑ Cleopatra was the last pharaoh of 
Egypt before the Romans took over. 

Exciting booksscribe A scribe recorded in writing the everyday 
life and extraordinary happenings in 
ancient Egypt.

❑ Tutankhamen was Known as the boy 
king, famous because his tomb was 
found in 1922.

sarcophagus Sarcophagus is a Greek word meaning 
flesh-eating and refers to the mummy case. ❑ Egyptian men and women wore 

make-up.
mummy Remains of a body found inside the carved 

and brilliantly painted burial case known as 
a sarcophagus ❑ The Egyptians were the first civilization 

to invent writing.
papyrus An Egyptian plant whose reeds are slit and 

placed in layers in order to form a paper 

scarab Scarabs are amulets formed to look like the 
dung beetle, an animal associated, by the 
ancient Egyptians, with life, rebirth, and the 
sun god Re.

scarab

sphinx

death 
mask
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Stone age – Iron age KS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary

Stone age – Iron 

age

Chronology The arrangement of dates or events in the order in 
which they occurred. 

Before 
Christ (BC) 

A way of dating years before the birth of Jesus. 
The bigger the number BC, the longer ago in 
history it was. 

Anno 
Domini (AD) 

“In the year of our Lord”. AD is used to show dates 
after the birth of Jesus. This year is AD2019 

Archaeology The study of the buildings, graves, tools and other 
objects that belonged to people who lived in the 
past, in order to learn about their culture and 
society.  

Fun facts 

Historical 
Evidence 

Anything left over from the past is a source of 
evidence. 

The only two things humans had to do was to look for food 
and protect themselves from wild animals.
That’s right, no school to go to or homework to complete or 
chores around the house to do. The only thing they had to 
worry about was finding food to survive and not being eaten by 
wild animals!

Hunter-
gathers

People who found food from their local 
environment and then moved from site to site 
depending on the season. They moved wherever 
they needed to get food from

Exciting books
Farmers The Neolithic or new Stone Age saw the 

beginnings of agriculture. Animals such as cows 
and sheep were domesticated and provided a 
ready supply of meat, milk, wool, leather and 
bone. Grain was the first food that could be 
stored of long periods of time.

There were 4 different types of humans in the stone age.
o Tool-makers (called homo habilis)
o Fire-makers (called homo erectus)
o Neanderthals (called homo neanderthalensis)
o Modern humans (called homo sapiens). That’s us!

Tools A created piece of equipment, such as a spade, 
a hammer or a weapon that can be used to help 
achieve a tool. 

Humans learnt to farm during the Stone Age
Early on in the stone age, humans hunted animals and 
gathered fruits and nuts. By the end of the stone age period, 
they learnt how to farm. They grew crops including maize, 
wheat and barley!Ritual A religious or solemn ceremony consisting of a 

series of actions performed according to a 
prescribed order. The Stone Age began around 2.5 million years ago. It may have 

started millions of years ago but it only ended in 2500BC, that 
was just 4,520 years ago!Religion The belief in and worship of a superhuman 

controlling power, especially a personal God or 
gods



© Focus Education UK Ltd. 

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

archaeologist People who work out our history by 

looking at artefacts that have been 

found.

raids A sudden armed attack against it, 

with the aim of causing damage 

rather than occupying any of the 

enemy's land. 

vicious To be intentionally harmful or nasty. 

Vikings warriors were known to be 

vicious.

longhouse A large hall like building where many 

Viking families would live together. Sticky Knowledge about 

the Vikings

Days of the week

berserkers Warriors that went to war wearing 

wolf or bear skins. They were out of 

control and charged fearlessly. The 

word ‘berserk’ came from it.

The names for most of the 

days of the week originate 

from Vikings.❑ Not all Vikings were warriors. Many came in 

peace and become farmers.
Monday – linked to the moon 

by the name Mani – Norse for 

Moon.longship The narrow boat used by Vikings to 

raid along coasts.
❑ The lands that the Vikings occupied were 

known as Danelaw.

Gods The Vikings had many Gods with 

different jobs. The most famous Viking 

Gods was Odin known for wisdom.

Tuesday named after the 

Viking God of War – Tyr.❑ Not many Vikings, if any, wore horns in their 
helmets.

Scandinavia The name given to the collection of 

countries: Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden. 

❑ Vikings spoke Norse, which had an 

alphabet made up of runes.

Wednesday – named after 

Woden.

Danelaw The name given to lands in Britain 
occupied by the Vikings.

❑ Longships were designed to sail in both 

deep and shallow water so that they could 

get close to the shore so they could not be 
easily seen.

Thursday – named after Thor, 

the God of thunder.

Valhalla This is one of the 9 realms of the 

afterlife. Viking Warriors believed they 
went here for dying in battle.

❑ Vikings were pagans and often raided 

monasteries, looting gold.
Jorvik (York) The Viking name for the city of York. 

York now has a famous Viking 
museum called Jorvik.

❑ The most important Viking British city was 

York or Jorvik as it was known by the Vikings. 

Vikings: KS2 Knowledge Mat
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Benin Kingdom 900-1300 CE
Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

Oba The ruler of the Benin Kingdom. They make the 
rules and are known as the king. 

Africa
West
Africa

Africa is a continent and West Africa is the 
western area of the continent. 

Rule of 
law

The rule of law is when the law is made by those 
adults in power which needed to be obeyed. If 
they were not obeyed then there was likely to be 
consequences. 

Iron Iron is a type of metal. I comes from the ground 
and can be melted and used to form weapons, 
jewellery and instruments to eat with or farm. 

Sticky Knowledge about 
Famous people

Benin on the mapRainforest A rainforest that had a lot of rainfall. These 
are in hot climates with tropical creatures 
that reside there. 

❑ The kingdom of Benin began in the 900s 
when the Edo people settled in the 
rainforests of West Africa.

Warrior A warrior is a skilled fighter who can fight for their 
rulers and gain respect, land and with from their 
skill at fighting. 

❑ By the 1400s they had created a wealthy 
kingdom with a powerful ruler, known as the 
Oba.

Shrines A shrine is a place where people go to pray to 
their gods. Usually they have an alter (table) with 
statues and offerings. 

❑ The Obas lived in beautiful palaces decorated 
with shining brass.

Trade and 
currency 

Trade is when you exchange (swap) an item for 
either money (currency), a trade (skill) or another 
item. 

❑ The people of Benin believed that their Oba 
was a god. He lived apart from the ordinary 
people inside the royal court in Benin City.

Kingdom A kingdom is an area or land with a boarder 
that is ruled over by a monarch (king or 
queen). 

❑ The Oba owned all the land in his kingdom. 
He gave orders to his chiefs on how his 
kingdom should be run and he decided when 
his armies should go to war. Sometimes he 
rode into battle at the head of his troops.



© Focus Education UK Ltd. 

Volcanoes KS2 Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

eruption An explosion of steam or lava from a 
volcano.

aftershock A shaking event that follows an 
earthquake. Sometimes more damaging 
than the original earthquake.

tsunami A long, high wave usually caused by an 
earthquake in the ocean.

magma Hot fluid or semi-fluid material below or 
within the Earth’s crust from which lava is 
formed.

lava Hot, molten or semi-fluid rock erupted 
from a volcano, or solid rock resulting from 
cooling of this.

Sticky Knowledge about 

natural disasters

dormant A dormant volcano is an active volcano 
that has not erupted in the past 10,000 
years.

❑ Volcanoes are caused when magma rises to 

the surface of the Earth, which causes bubbles 

of gas to appear in it. This gas can cause 

pressure to build up in the mountain, and it 

eventually explodes.
fault Fractures in Earth's crust where rocks on 

either side of the crack have slid past 
each other.

More Sticky 
Knowledge

magnitude If you talk about the magnitude of 
something, you are talking about its great 
size

❑ Earthquakes are usually caused when rock 

underground suddenly breaks along a fault. This 

sudden release of energy causes the seismic 

waves that make the ground shake.

❑ A hurricane is a large 

rotating storm with high 

speed winds that forms 

over warm waters in 

tropical areas.
landslide A collapse of a mass of earth or rock from 

a mountain or cliff

Tectonic 
plates

The Earth’s outer shell is made up of huge 
slabs of moving rock called tectonic 
plates.

❑ A tsunami is a series of large waves generated 

by an abrupt movement on the ocean floor 

that can result from an earthquake, an 

underwater landslide, a volcanic eruption or -

very rarely - a large meteorite strike.

❑ Flooding occurs when 

a river bursts its banks 

and overflows onto the 

surrounding land. 
saturated Holding as much water or moisture as can 

be absorbed; thoroughly soaked.
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Kent Life KS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

Railway A track made of steel rails along which trains 
run from one destination to another. This is very 
popular and many people use it everyday.

Train A connection of carriages with seats where
people travel from one destination to another

Settlemen
t

A place, typically one which has previously 
been uninhabited, where people establish a 
community.

Tonbridge A town in Kent. The population is 1,568,600 and 
is the location of Long Mead Community 
Primary school. 

Sticky Knowledge about 

British villages, towns and cities Major Kent
landmarks Kent A county on the south-eastern coast of 

England. There are five historic towns to be 
found in the heart of Kent. 

❑ A village is usually associated with the countryside and 

is smaller than a town.

• Birmingham

• Manchester

• Newcastle

• Sheffield

Coast/ 
sea

Where the land goes into the sea. A large 
amount of water where fish and other marine 
life live. 

❑ Every street in our country has a name and a post 

code. The name is usually on a wall or a sign at the 

beginning of the street.

Trade The action of buying and selling goods and 
services.

❑ There are many signs on the roads to help drivers use 

the highway code properly. There are different shaped 

signs to help drivers know what to do.

River 
Medway

The River Medway is a river in South East 
England. It rises in the High Weald, Sussex and 
flows through Tonbridge, Maidstone and the 
Medway conurbation in Kent, before emptying 
into the Thames Estuary near Sheerness, a total 
distance of 70 miles (113 km). 

❑ Your address has the name of the street you live in, the 

number or name of your house; the village, town or city 

you live in and a post code.

❑ London is our capital city and has a population of more 

than 8 million.

• Buckingham Palace

• Tower of London

• Windsor Castle

• The London Eye

• London Bridge

Local A particular area or one's neighborhood. ❑ London is the capital of England; Cardiff the capital of 

Wales, Edinburgh the capital of Scotland and Belfast 

the capital of Northern Ireland.

Regional This is a specific place within Kent which is 
known as a region. It can incorporate a large 
amount of space or people. 

❑ One of the oldest parliaments in the world is situated in 

London and is called the Houses of Parliament.
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Modern Europe KS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary Sticky Knowledge about 

British villages, towns and cities
Exciting Books

Europe Europe is a collection of 50 countries 
that make up one of the 7 continent 
and it is called Europe.  

continent Any of the world's main continuous 
expanses of land (Europe, Asia, 
Africa, North and South America, 
Australia, Antarctica).

Physical 

geography

This is the natural geography that is 
made from nature such as mountains, 
lakes and volcanoes. 

Human 

geography 

This is when Humans have created 
something that adds to the 
landscape such as a bridge or 
buildings. 

Sticky Knowledge about 

Europe Major European
landmarks Climate zone This is a zone where the temperature 

is a certain heat and it is the same or 
similar to throughout the zone. 

o The United Kingdom left the European Union in 

2019
• Eiffel tower 

• Leaning tower of Pisa

• The coliseum 

• Trevi fountain

• Apostolic Palace

Landscape All the visible features of an area of 
land, often considered in terms of 
their look. 

o The world’s largest colony of ants was found in 

Europe.

Mountains A large rising amount of rocks that 
could have snow on the top of it. 

o There are 28 European countries that are 

members of the European Union.

Rivers A river is a large flowing body of 
water than runs across land and 
eventually reaches the sea.

o Approximately 11% of the world’s population lives 

in Europe.
Key facts

• There are 50 countries 

that make up Europe. 

• There are 3 main 

religions in Europe: 

Judaism, Christianity 

and Islam. But there 

are many other 

religions too!

Capital cities A city is the centre of the country 
where lots of people settle and work. 

o Europeans love chocolate, over 50% of the 

world’s chocolate is eaten here.

Transport This is how people get around and this 
can be different depending on each 
place/ city. 

o The is only one remaining Rainforest in Europe, 

located in Bosnia and Herzegoving. It is called the 

Perucica Forest.

Ocean The world is made up of 71% ocean 
and the main oceans near Europe 
are Mediterranean and the Atlantic 
ocean. 

o The highest toilet at a height of 4,200 m is located 

on Mont Blanc.
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ART: String printing 
Subject Specific Vocabulary Egyptian 

inspiration

Printing Printing is when you use ink or paint 

to transfer an image onto another 

piece of paper or medium. 

Repeated

patterns

This is when a pattern is continual. 

For example two flowers and then a 

daisy, then 2 two flowers and then a 

daisy again. 

Even layer A smooth and consistent layer of 

paint or ink so that the added level is 

the same all over the page. 

Symmetrical This is when an image is made up of 

exactly similar parts facing each 

other Technique tips 

The steps of string printing

Looking

and 

copying

Look at Katharine Watsons various 

work and how she has created hers. 

Focusing on shapes, colours and 

repeated patterns 

❑ Roll the ink evenly over the 

surface, making sure not to use 

too much otherwise it will be too 

think and we might loose the 

design in a blob of colour. 
Katharine 

Watson
Practicing using inspiration from Egyptian 

patterns, look and then create 4 of our 

own designs that we like and think 

could print using string. 

❑ Always keep my design simple but 

on theme with Egyptian shapes. 

Final

choice

Choose one that we like the best and 

practice it again, making it as 

detailed as possible. 

❑ Look back at the progress I have 

made so far and how far I have 

come. I can do it! 

printing

practice

Using a photocopy of our design, try 

sticking the string down. Practice this to see 

if our design needs altering at all. 
❑ Using images of Katharine 

Watson, look at how she has 

positioned each print so that it is 

beautiful and simple but looks 

complex. We can do that and 

using our growth mind-set is the 

perfect way to make that happen 

for us. 

Final 

design

After making our changes, using the ink 

and the roller practice rolling it out and 

then placing our old design into the ink 

and printing on paper. This will take us lots 

of practice to get right. 

Finale

printing

After all this practice it is finally time to 

make our print. Putting all our skills into 

practice will be exciting but we will still 

need to really focus. 
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