
 

P.S.H.E. – Dreams and Goals 

In PSHE, we will be thinking about our Dreams and Goals, creating a ‘garden’ of them in our 

classroom.  As we do this, we will consider how to deal with setbacks and devise problem solving 

strategies to support us when something disrupts achieving them.  The term will end with the 

children working in teams to create something for the classroom which will remind us of how we 

can reach our dreams and goals, and contain advice on how to deal with setbacks along the way. 

We will also be using the Zones of Regulation materials to help us to manage and understand our 

own emotions and feelings.  This will be a continued focus for us throughout the year. 

Reading and Times 

Tables 
It is really important that 

your child reads every 

day at home and practises 

their times tables daily.  

Times Table Rock stars is 

a great site to use for 

this. Please let us know if 

you need details of your 

child’s log in details 

Welcome to Griffin Class 
This term is all about exploring the world through 

different climate zones – we will be going on quite an 

adventure, from visiting the cold wastelands of 

Antarctica to learning about the tropical heat in such 

places as India.  Of importance too this term is 

learning about our emotions and feelings, exploring 

how we can recognise and manage them in a range of 

situations If you would like any further information 

about this or  about how you can support your child 

with anything else please do contact us – we are more 

than happy to provide suggestions. 

DT 

Over the next two terms in DT the children will be challenged to make a light 

using their knowledge of electricity.  This term will be have three main focuses: 

exploring a selection of lamps to discover such features as how light is 

reflected, where the batteries are housed and how to keep it safe; revising how 

to make an electrical circuit and finally designing their own lamp or light. 

English 
Our key text this term is ‘Shackleton’s Journey’ by William Grill.  The 

children will begin by discovering an advert asking for volunteers to join a 

‘hazardous journey’. They will then be challenged to apply for one of the 

many roles on Shackleton’s expedition and use the text to find out about 

the perilous adventure whilst creating interviews in role, writing both 

formal and informal letters and finally creating their own newspaper 

report about the events of Shackleton’s famous journey. 

Of course we will continue with our group reading sessions, developing the 

children’s ability to discuss texts and understand how they work, whilst 

providing lots of opportunities for them to read for enjoyment. 

The children are responding well to our spelling sessions and this term will 

be building their knowledge of suffixes particularly words which end in 

sion, ssion and tion. 

Maths 
 

The focus for both Year 4 and Year 5 continues to be on 

multiplication and division, particularly developing their knowledge of 

written methods. The children will also further develop their 

reasoning and problem solving skills applying their knowledge in a 

different ways using such vocabulary as factors, multiples and cubed 

numbers.  

We will also continue learning the times tables and will expect the 

children to take responsibility for improving their speed of recall for 

these.  We will also do a weekly arithmetic test in which we encourage 

the children to improve on their previous score.  

Geography 
In Geography we will describe and 

understand key aspects of climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts. We will 

compare and contrast different biomes, 

and plan a holiday to a specific location. We 

will explore polar regions in more detail and 

the impact of climate change on these 

locations. We will use maps, atlases and 

globes to locate countries and describe 

features studied. 

 

P.E. 
 Excitingly, we have swimming this 

term which begins on 12th January. 

Please ensure your child has their 

swimming kit in school in a named 

bag, every Thursday, including 

their own goggles if they need 

them. 

On Tuesdays, the children will still 

need to come to school wearing 

their PE kit and will be developing 

their skills in football this term.  

Computing 

This term we will maintain our focus on e-safety and also learn about 

how to create and use databases building on their previous learning. 

They will learn how to research using one as well as creating one 

about a topic of their own choosing. 

Be ready,  

be respectful, 

be responsible 

 

Climate 

Zones 

 

R.E.  
We will exploring why some people believe in God and from this develop the ability 

to consider different reasons why this might be so.  We will also develop our 

understanding of the words of theist, atheist and agnostic and their definitions. 


